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1. INTRODUCTION
The deputies (=members) of the Slovenian National Assembly (=parliament) occasionally participate in sports events (marathons, golf and tennis tournaments, etc.) organized by foreign parliaments, whereby they are assisted by the National Assembly's Section for International Relations Protocol and Translation. In most cases, letters of invitation to attend such events are provided by organizers and are forwarded to the leaders of deputy (= parliamentary) groups, whereas invitations to attend tennis events are passed directly onto the parliamentary Tempo Tennis Group. Pursuant to the National Assembly's Rules on international activity, the decision on participation in sports events is taken by the Committee on Foreign Policy. The expenses are reimbursed only when deputies attend international events or when their participation is based upon an official invitation. The National Assembly covers travelling expenses of active participants in sports events and provides for the payment of any starting and participation fees. 
The Slovenian parliament was interested in the regulation of these issues in other countries and therefore prepared a brief questionnaire, addressing it to the countries within the ECPRD (European Centre for Parliamentary Research and Documentation) network. We received 34 answers which are briefly summarized below. 

2. SITUATION IN FOREIGN PARLIAMENTS 

2.1. Which section/service of your parliament is in charge of MPs' participation in sports events (e.g. marathon, golf, and tennis) organized by a foreign parliament (or other institution/organization)?
In some countries MPs do not attend such events at all e.g. in Cyprus and also Israel, where Knesset decided not to approve the participation of its members in marathons organised by the European Parliament In the United States, they are not aware of MPs participating in any interparliamentary sporting events with the exception of a chess match played in 1897 with the members of the British parliament. In Norway, in general, MPs' participation in international sports events is very limited. 
Several countries replied that in their parliament no service is responsible for organizing such events since they are deemed to be a personal matters and are consequently not eligible to parliamentary funding. Among them are: Austria, Andorra, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Iceland, Italy (both chambers), Canada, Liechtenstein (participation is limited to national sports events, but is not financed by the parliament), Luxemburg, Spain, Turkey, United Kingdom (House of Commons), and Germany (none of the chambers of the German parliament organises sports activities). The situation in Estonia is similar, except for the official basketball tournament organized between the Baltic States. In Belgium, protocol services forward invitations to political groups which subsequently decide if an MP is going to participate in the event and whether they will pay the participation from their own budget. 

The situation differs in the following countries: In Bosnia and Herzegovina the organisation of such events falls within the competence of the Section for International Relations and Protocol. In Estonia, parliament does not organise nor fund sports activities, except for the official basketball tournament held among the Baltic States which is organised with the help of the Chancellery. The participation at international sports events by MPs is also not considered as an official trip. In Finland, the Board of the Sports Club decides whether an MP is to participate in a sports event. The Board has 20 members, of which at least one half are MPs and the rest other parliamentary employees. In Greece, parliamentary sports groups are deemed informal gatherings thus no service exists that would manage or take care of MPs' participation in sports events. However, they may be assisted by the Department of Public Relations providing for public information, since such sports events mainly take place for charity reasons. The Department of Public Relations may also forward to the leader of a sport group the invitation sent by the organizer of an event or facilitate their direct communication. In Croatia, the organisation of MPs' participation in sports events abroad falls within the competence of the Interparliamentary Cooperation Committee. In Lithuania, the Board of the Seimas occasionally agrees on and funds MPs' participation in such events, yet there is no service in charge of organisation. In Norway and Sweden, the participation in sports events is organized by the parliamentary sports teams whose members are MPs and parliamentary employees. In the Polish Sejm, all interparliamentary contacts are dealt with by the International Affairs Bureau which is an organizational unit of the Chancellery; the parliamentary Sports Committee or individual MPs may also be involved in the organization of such events. In the Polish Senate the organization of such activates falls within the competence of the Office for International and European Union Affairs. In Portugal, parliamentary services do not organize sports events. The organization falls within the competence of the parliamentary sports group that may include MPs, parliamentary employees and also their families. In Romania (Chamber of Deputies), possible organization of such events falls within the competency of the General Directorate for Foreign Affairs, in the Slovak Republic within the competence of the Section for International Relations and Protocol, and in Turkey within the competence of the Foreign Affairs and Protocol Directorate.  
2.2. In what manner do MPs receive invitations to attend the event? Who decides whether an invitation will be forwarded to MPs and to which MPs in particular? Are all such invitations forwarded to MPs? 
As already mentioned, a number of parliaments do not engage in organization of sports events at all. 
In Bosnia and Herzegovina, a letter of invitation is usually received from a foreign embassy or the host parliament. In accordance with the Rules on International Activities, the invitation is submitted to the leadership of the two Houses/Chambers (Speaker and two Deputy Speakers) for their approval, as well as to MPs who will participate, taking into account MPs’ affinities for particular sports. In Denmark, invitations are made available on the parliamentary Intranet and the MPs decide individually whether to attend the event or not.  In Estonia, organizers personally forward their invitations to MPs. In Finland, invitations are forwarded by the Speaker to the Sports Club that informs its members (MPs and employees) about the event. All invitations are answered. In Greece, invitations may be forwarded to the leader of a sport group by the Department of Public Relations which is also in charge of public information. In Croatia, organizers or foreign embassies address invitations to the Speaker of the Parliament, the Chair of the Interparliamentary Co-operation Committee or the leader of the parliamentary football club. In Canada, all invitations are addressed to the Speaker and then forwarded to MPs. Sometimes, organizers also send them to leaders of the parliamentary groups. In Lithuania, the invitations are received by individual MPs or the International Relations’ Department. In Luxemburg, invitations are being forwarded by the Speaker to parliamentary groups and they pass tem on to individual MPs. No feedback is given since participation is considered to be an MP's personal matter. In Norway, the sports team forwards invitations to its members according to their interests. In the Polish Sejm, the invitation is received by the International Affairs Bureau, the Sports committee or individual MPs. All invitations received by the Committee are forwarded to MPs, followed by an application proposal addressed to the Marshal of the Sejm. In the Polish Senate, the organizer directs a letter of invitation to a particular senator or the Senate Sports Group or the Science, Education and Sports Committee, or the Marshal of the Senate. In Portugal, all invitations are forwarded to the Parliamentary Sports Group that decides on participation. In Romania, letters of invitation are forwarded to leaders of parliamentary groups and to MPs. In the Slovak Republic, invitations are received by MPs, committees, political clubs or the Protocol Section.  In Sweden, organizers send invitations directly to the parliamentary sports club, the Speaker's office or to the International Department of the Riksdag. In any case, all invitations are forwarded to the sports club and all reach MPs. In Turkey, invitations are forwarded by the Speaker to the MPs whereby invitations are usually sent to people known to have an interest in sport in question. 
2.3 Is any decision/consent needed for MPs' participation in sports events? If yes, by whom?
Where such events are deemed MPs' personal matters and they are not funded by the parliament and no consent is needed.
The situation differs in the following countries: 
In Bosnia and Herzegovina the decision is taken by the leadership of the two Houses/Chambers (Speaker and two Deputy Speakers). In Denmark, such decision is taken by the sports club if the funds for the event have been earmarked in its budget. If not, the club has to make a request with the competent commission (Office Commission), for additional funding. Such occasions are rare. In Greece, the consent of the Speaker or the Secretary General of the parliament is necessary in order for the parliament to cover the expenses of MPs’ participation in sports events  In Croatia, consent is given by the Speaker of the parliament or its Bureau. In Israel, the decision would be taken by the Speaker of the Knesset if Knesset were to bear the cost and if the activity were parliament-related. The Speaker decides whether to approve the trip in consultation with the Knesset's International Department. If the organizer undertook to cover all costs, the MP would have to approach the Ethics Committee for approval. In Lithuania, approval of the Standing Committee must be given whereas the final decision is taken by the Board of the Seimas. In Macedonia, the decision on participation of an MP is taken by the President, the Vice Presidents and the Coordinators of the parliamentary groups. In Norway, the sports team decides on the participation. In the Polish Sejm, the final decision is taken by the Marshal of the Sejm based on an application made by the International Affairs Bureau containing the purpose of the even, programme of the trip and the name of the participating MP. In the Polish Senate decision is left to the Marshal. In Portugal, the sports group decides on the participation. In Romania, participation is approved by the Standing Bureau of the Chambers according to the rules regulating official trips. In the Slovak Republic, all activities of MPs abroad which are paid by the parliament are subject of approval by the Foreign Affairs Committee and the Speaker. In Sweden, no official approval or consent is needed. 
2.4 Who covers the expenses of MPs' participation in sports events abroad?
As a rule, parliaments do not pay for such expenses.
The following paragraphs feature deviating or specific arrangements. 
In Bosnia and Herzegovina, travel expenses (tickets, accommodation, daily allowances) are covered by the parliament. In Estonia, MPs' sports activities are financed from their own resources, except for the official basketball tournament among the Baltic States. In Finland, expenses are paid by the sports club from the funds earmarked in the parliamentary budget, while sometimes additional funds need to be provided by the MPs themselves. Participation in events abroad is usually considered as a form of representation (of the parliament) whereby expenses are kept as low as possible - by minimizing the number of nights of accommodation and using bonus points in flights whenever it is possible. In Greece, MPs mostly attend sports events organized for charity reasons with no cost to the participants. Sometimes, however, the parliament will cover also expenses arising from participation. In Croatia, such expenses are usually paid by the host country. The invitee has to pay only for the travel expenses.  In Lithuania, if the Board of the Seimas gives approval to participation, expenses are covered by the parliament. Nevertheless, sometimes expenses have to be covered by the MPs themselves. In Macedonia, the costs for participation are borne by the parliament, if so decided by the President, the Vice Presidents and the Coordinators of the parliamentary groups. In the Polish Sejm, all expenses (travel, accommodation, insurance) are covered by the Chancellery of the Sejm, unless they are paid by organizers of a sport event or by deputies themselves (in case the MP is not granted Marshal's consent). In the Polish Senate expenses are paid by the Senate. In Portugal, participation in such events does not constitute an official trip, therefore expenses are split between the parliamentary sports group and individual MPs (normally, on a 50% basis). The parliament supports part of the expenses of the parliamentary sports group - around 40% of the total. In Romania, the expenses are covered by the parliament, based on the approval of the Standing Bureau.  In the Slovak Republic the expenses are also covered by the parliament, if so decided by the Speaker. 

In Denmark, the expenses aren't covered by the parliament and may be paid by the political party if so decided. In Sweden, MPs normally pay their own expenses (travel expenses and insurance) whereas the parliamentary sports club may pay the competition fee. This applies to exceptional cases only. If such event is organized in connection with conferences, seminars and similar expenses are covered by the participation fee.   
2.5 Is there any written rule regarding participation in sports events? If yes, by whom has it been adopted? Please provide a copy thereof. 
In Bosnia and Herzegovina no special rules apply and the participation is subject to the Rules on international activity. In Finland, there is a set of rules of the Sports Club, but these do not refer to the participation in events abroad. In the Polish Sejm and Senate, the rules on official trips abroad apply; there are no special rules applicable to sports events only. This also applies to the Slovak Republic.  
No other rules have been adopted. 
3. CONCLUSIONS 

The members of Israeli, Cypriot, US and Norwegian parliaments do not attend sports events in foreign countries or their participation in such events is very limited.  A number of parliaments regard participation in such events as a personal matter and do engage in its organization or funding. These include: Austria, Andorra, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Iceland, Italy, Canada, Liechtenstein, Luxemburg, Spain, Turkey, the United Kingdom (House of Commons), Germany and also Belgium, where the protocol services only forward the invitation to parliamentary groups. Parliamentary services dealing with organization of such participation mostly include services in charge of international relations (Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Slovak Republic, Turkey and Romania), the Secretariat (Estonia), committees responsible for interparliamentary co-operation (Croatia) or parliamentary sports committees (the Polish Sejm).  In Greece, MPs are sometimes assisted by the public relations office. In some countries parliamentary sports clubs have been established (Finland, Norway, Sweden, Portugal) which are responsible for organization. 
MPs receive invitations in different manners. In some countries the invitations are being forwarded to them by the President/Speaker of the parliament (Canada, Turkey), the sports club (Portugal, Sweden, Norway) or are addressed to them personally.  In some countries (Luxembourg, Romania) invitations are being conveyed to MPs through parliamentary groups and in some instances through department responsible for international cooperation (Sweden. Lithuania), the public relations office (Greece), or the protocol services. In other countries (Poland, the Slovak Republic, Croatia) MPs may receive invitations through various channels. In Denmark, invitations are made available on Intranet.

The decision on participation is mostly made by the President/Speaker of the parliament or its leading officials (Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Greece, Lithuania, and the Polish Senate). In Israel, the decision on participation is made by the Speaker of the Knesset; the MPs, however, must have obtained the opinion of the International Department and also of the Ethics Committee, if the body issuing the invitation undertakes to cover all cost. In the Polish Sejm, the opinion on participation is also given by the international relations department and in the Slovak Republic by the foreign affairs committee. In Romania the decision is taken by the Standing Bureau. In parliaments that have established sports clubs, these clubs also decide on participation (Norway, Portugal). If additional unaccounted-for funds are needed, the Danish club may apply before the competent commission.  In countries where participation in such events is deemed a personal matter, no consent is needed. 
In most cases, parliaments do not cover the costs. In Bosnia and Herzegovina, tickets, accommodation and daily allowances are paid. In Estonia, the costs are not paid either, except for the official basketball tournament among the Baltic States. The parliaments may pay the expenses in Greece and in Lithuania (in other instances the costs are borne by the MPs), in the Slovak Republic and in the Polish Senate and Sejm - based on an approval by the Marshal. In the countries that have established sports clubs, these clubs partially or fully reimburse the expenses (Finland; Portugal). It is understood, however, that at least some clubs receive budgetary funding (in Portugal, e.g. around 40% of the total). In Sweden the sports club pays the competition fees whereas other expenses (travel expenses and insurance) are borne by MPs. 
Separate written rules on participation in sports events have not been established in any of the countries. Some (Bosnia and Herzegovina, Poland, the Slovak Republic), however, apply the Rules on international activity and Rules on official trips to foreign countries. In Finland, there is a set of rules of the Sports Club, but these do not regulate the participation in events abroad. 
Sources and literature: 
Rules on international activity of the National Assembly (unofficial consolidated text as of 20 February 2009), National Assembly's databases. 
Instructions on reimbursement of costs arising from participation of informal groups of deputies in events abroad (18 May 2007), National Assembly's databases.
Replies to ECPRD request No. 1222 by the mentioned countries, May/June 2009, https://ecprd.secure.europarl.europa.eu/ecprd/secured/detailreq.do?id=78351.
� This overview does not include the answers provided by the French National Assembly and Sejm (Poland) which we received with a short delay.







